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Prelude Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
IMSA Graduation Choir 
Selections performed by the IMSA Graduation Band Mary Beth McCarthy, Conductor 
Selections performed by the IMSA Graduation Choir Sarah Wiggins, Conductor 
Processional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
IMSA Graduation Band 
Pomp & Circumstance from Military Marches op.39, no.1 Edward Elgar 
(Please rise as the graduates enter and remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance.) 
Pledge of Allegiance Aaditya Tolappa 
President, Student Council 
Welcome- Reflections on This Day Kyle Glasper 
Member, Class of 2012 
Reflections on IMSA Irene Jiang 
Member, Class Club Executive Board 
Introduction of Commencement Speaker Steven T. Isoye, Ed.D. 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Commencement Address Eric G. McLaren, Ed.D. 
PrincipalA/ice President for Academic Programs 
(To view this online, refer to IMSA's webpage: www.imsa.edu after June 5, 2012) 
Presentation of the Class of 2012 Branson Lawrence 
Assistant Principal for Operations/Science Faculty 
Acceptance of the Class of 2012 Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
President 
Presentation of Diplomas and Medallions Steven T. Isoye, Ed.D. 
Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
Presentation of Candidates Egle Malinauskaite 
Member, Class of 2012 
Aaditya Tolappa 
President, Student Council 
Recessional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
IMSA Graduation Band 
GRADUATION MARSHALS 
Members, Class of 2013 
Ayun Brown Eunji Jeong Itzel Lopez Matthew Tennenhouse 
Kendell Byrd Gina Jung Anthony Mercado Kevin Zhang 
(Please remain in the Theatre until all graduates and staff have exited.) 
T h e W o r l d H a s T a k e n N o t i c e o f I M S A ' s A c h i e v e m e n t s 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy® (IMSA) is a world leader in developing talent in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics. In 2009 IMSA was named the winner of the 
prestigious Intel Schools of Distinction Star Innovator Award. 
Student Inquiry and Research (SIR) at IMSA is one of only 18 science education models in the 
nation to be included in the National Science Teachers Association book, Inquiry: The Key to 
Exemplary Science. The chapter "Student Inquiry and Research: Developing Students' 
Authentic Inquiry Skills," features IMSA's program. 
IMSA's innovative educational programs have enabled students to earn numerous awards and 
recognition from national and global competitions including the American Junior Academy of 
Science at the American Association for the Advancement of Science, High School Mathematical 
Contest in Modeling (HiMCM), Intel International Science and Engineering Fair, Intel Science 
Talent Search, International Physics Olympiad, National Russian Essay Contest, National 
French, German, and Spanish exams sanofi-aventis International BioGENEius Challenge, 
Siemens Westinghouse Competition and Blackboard Collaborate "Collaborate for Good." 
Students have authored and co-authored articles for distinguished publications such as The 
Astrophysical Journal Letters, The Journal of Physical Chemistry, Learning and Leading with 
Technology, Nature, Neuroscience Research Communications, The Science Teacher, and 
Chicken Soup for the Soul. 
The Wall Street Journal named IMSA among the top 40 public and private college preparatory 
institutions in the world for placing graduates in U.S. Ivy League and highly selective colleges and 
universities. In college, IMSA alumni receive numerous academic, research and leadership 
accolades, including Fulbright, Marshall, National Science Foundation, Rhodes, Truman and 
Siebel Scholarships. 
In the workforce, IMSA alumni forge new frontiers as nationally recognized scientists, 
entrepreneurs, information technology experts and leaders in other fields. They helped create 
Netscape, PayPal and YouTube. They lead breakthroughs in neonatal care and cancer 
treatments, work for NASA on the new Mars Rover Project, are discovering "waltzing black holes" 
and a solar system similar to ours. 
IMSA also serves thousands of students, teachers, and other educators at its campus in Aurora, 
through its Field Offices in Chicago, Metro East and Rock Island, at various other sites throughout 
Illinois, and online. Two professional development programs, IMSA Fusion and Problem-Based 
Learning, have attracted significant recognition and private sector support. 
IMSA is the key pilot site for a large-scale, national research study by the American Psychological 
Association on the impact of specialized public high schools of science, mathematics and 
technology, in progress now. IMSA is also an invited founding partner in 1871, a large co-
working space in Chicago's Merchandise Mart for digital entrepreneurs, designers and coders, 
including IMSA TALENT students. 
IMSA's models of teaching and learning are recognized worldwide. Delegations of educators 
from countries, including Australia, Brazil, China, France, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, 
Netherlands, Philippines, Singapore, Russia, and Thailand come to IMSA to study curriculum and 
instructional models. 
IMSA CLASS OF 2012 ACHIEVEMENTS 
The accomplishments of the Class of 2012 are too varied and numerous to list all individually. Below is a snapshot of this past year 
(as of May 11, 2012) which gives you a picture of the students' remarkable achievements. Many other students also received awards 
in statewide humanities, mathematics, science, athletic and performance venues. 
National Advanced Placement Scholars: Aditya Karan, Peter Lu 
Advanced Placement Scholars With Distinction: Yiyun "Grace" Cao, Xiangyun "Johnny" Duan, Webster Guan, Dorcas Huang, 
Adam Kalinich, Aditya Karan, Nilesh Kavthekar, Vignessh Kumar, Peter Lu, Nolan Maloney, Madhav Mohandas, Eric Ordonez, Jorge 
Quero, Rose Sloan, Konrad Wrobel, Stanley Yuan 
Advanced Placement Scholars With Honors: Henry Deng, Marcelo Diop-Gonzalez, Shantanu Jain, Zeno Jeong, Erik Luo, Tuopu 
Ma, Brendan Mathias, Abhinav Reddy, Amir Safavi, Sung Hwan Suh, Andrew Ta, Matthew Tsao, Andrew Wentzel 
American Invitational Mathematics Examination: 10 seniors qualified 
Group Achievements: 
High School Mathematical Contest in Modeling (HiMCM): 
National Outstanding Papers Award 
Henry Deng, Matthew Gietl, Andrew Ta, Matthew Yang 
Regional Outstanding Papers Award 
Webster Guan, Aditya Karan, Nilesh Kavthekar, Peter Lu, Nolan Maloney, Abhinav Reddy, Nishith Reddy, 
Stanley Yuan 
IMSA FIRST Robotics Team, Titan Robotics Team 2022: 1sl Place - Midwest Regional Competition 
Vidya Anjur, Brandon Arachikavitz, Austin Kramer, Benjamin Kuo, Derrick Miller, Matthew Rasmussen, Mary Kate 
Tadie, Andrew Wentzel 
Illinois Music Educators Association (IMEA) All-State Competition & Festival: 
Xiangyan "Johnny" Duan, selected for membership in All-State Honor Orchestra 
Yan-Yang Feng, selected for membership in All-State Chorus 
Illinois State Future Problem Solving Competition: 
Lucija Filipac, Miranda Herzog, Christina Momchev, Sonam Vyas - 3rd Place Orals and 6th Place Written 
Mathematics Team: 1st in State - Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics (ICTM) Contest: 
Megan Chen, Webster Guan, Dorcas Huang, Ethan Jacobs, Adam Kalinich, Xiaoyu Li, Peter Lu, Tuopu Ma, 
Madhav Mohandas, Jorge Quero, Rose Sloan, Stanley Yuan, Vivian Zhang 
Scholastic Bowl Team: - 1st in State, Megan Chen, Webster Guan, Adam Kalinich, Nolan Maloney, Eric Ordonez 
Science Bowl Team: - 9th in Nation, Webster Guan, Peter Lu, Nolan Maloney, Eric Ordonez, Jorge Quero 
Science Olympiad Team: - 3rd in State, Yiyun "Grace" Cao, Xiangyun "Johnny" Duan, Dorcas Huang, Emil Khabiboulline, 
Peter Lu, Nolan Maloney, Andrew Ta 
Illinois Junior Academy of Sciences Gold Medal Winner: Nilesh Kavthekar 
Intel Science Talent Search Finalist: Adam Kalinich 
Intel Science Talent Search Semi-finalists: Yiyun "Grace" Cao, Adam Kalinich, Rose Sloan 
John H. McEachern, Jr. Exemplary Service Award Winner: Harsha Jujjavarapu 
Knight Family IMSA Scholarship Winner: Jacob Lahr 
Mary Van Verst Love of Science Scholarship Winner: Wendy Bindeman 
National Achievement Finalists: Courtney Amegashie, Jennifer Bailey, Marcelo Diop-Gonzalez, Chibuzo Obasi, Jelani Rowland 
National Hispanic Recognition Program Scholars: Brendan Mathias, Paloma Ocola, Jorge Quero 
National Merit Finalists: 47 seniors 
Siemens Competition in Math, Science, and Technology Semi-finalists: Yiyun "Grace" Cao, Sruthi Doniparthi, Nilesh Kavthekar, 
Emil Khabiboulline, Peter Lu, Nishith Reddy 
U.S. Physics Team Finalist: Peter Lu 
U.S. Physics Team Semi-finalists: Adam Kalinich, Peter Lu, Nolan Maloney 
United State American Mathematics Olympiad: Adam Kalinich qualified 
The class of 2012 has contributed more than 57,000 hours to the citizens of Illinois and globally in a variety of ways: tutoring, 
mentoring, and teaching as well as volunteering in medical centers, senior citizen and youth centers, food pantries, through the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association, Habitat for Humanity, Special Olympics, Nuestros Pequenos Hermanos, ALS Association, schools, 
libraries, and museums. Two hundred hours of community service are required for graduation. Special recognition to: Harsha 
Jujjavarapu-1023 hours, Monica Daniels-907 hours, Egle Malinauskaite-878 hours, Alan Shramuk-707 hours, Connie Wang-705 
hours, Morgan Ashley Craft-691 hours, Jessica Ventenilla-679 hours, Eleanor Cory-659 hours, Ethan Jacobs-626 hours, Irene Jiang-
621 hours, and Janell Herrera- 616 hours. 
2 0 1 2 S E N I O R S 
Upashruti Agrawal 
North Aurora 
Yusuf Ibrahim Aktan 
Schaumburg 
Caroline Stephanie Altez 
Chicago 
Courtney Paige Amegashie 
Bolingbrook 
Vidya Ranjini Anjur 
Aurora 
Brandon Joel Arachikavitz 
Freeport 
Michael Thomas Atten 
West Dundee 
Ramya S. Babu 
Naperville 
Jennifer Lorri Bailey 
Park Forest 
Karina Judith Banda 
Cicero 
Mitchell Steven Bieniek 
Glendale Heights 
Wendy Elizabeth Bindeman 
Elmhurst 
Anna Chandler Bloom 
Earlville 
Kamila Marie Bond 
Peoria 
Justin Richard Booth 
Des Plaines 
Seth Richard-James Butcher 
North Aurora 
Yiyun (Grace) Cao 
Naperville 
Ajay Chatrath 
Bourbonnais 
James Chen 
Mokena 
Megan Chen 
Northbrook 
Christina Cheng 
Peoria 
Jason William Chien 
Bloomington 
Grace Choi 
Schaumburg 
Ashley Chong 
Inverness 
Sanggyu (Raymond) Chong 
Macomb 
Paul Edward Cladek 
Oak Brook 
Francis Lawrence Cocjin 
West Chicago 
Katia Pilar Colin 
Waukegan 
Caitlyn Stacy Collett 
Downers Grove 
Adam James Corrie 
Lemont 
Eleanor Elizabeth Cory 
Chicago 
Morgan Ashley Chanel Craft 
Chicago 
Jennifer Marie Crawford 
Roselle 
Julianne Marik Crawford 
Glen Ellyn 
Megan K. Czajka 
Bolingbrook 
Breanna Lee Dachsteiner 
St. Charles 
David Robert Dailey 
DeKalb 
Logan James Damiani 
Kirkland 
Shelby Daniel-Wayman 
Lombard 
Monica E. Daniels 
Orland Hills 
Sonya A. Dave 
Lindenhurst 
Henry Kai Deng 
DeKalb 
Xin Ding 
Decatur 
Yi Yue Ding 
Edwards 
Marcelo M. Diop-Gonzalez 
Chicago 
Samantha Lynn Donermeyer 
Homewood 
Sruthi Doniparthi 
St. Charles 
Xiangyun "Johnny" Duan 
Peoria 
Michaela Elizabeth Edgers 
Aurora 
Christine Marie Engbretson 
Chicago 
Yan-Yang Feng 
Bloomington 
Kristopher Gerard Fernandez 
Marion 
Lucija Filipac 
Elgin 
Christian Timothy Fitzsimmons 
Geneva 
Hana Lilly Fouladi 
Carterville 
Nicholas K. Fung 
Mundelein 
Mukesh Gande 
Champaign 
Joscelyn Garcia 
Aurora 
Nathan Bradford Geldner 
River Forest 
Dominic John Gentile 
Sycamore 
Matthew Douglas Gietl 
Batavia 
Kyle Stephen Glasper 
University Park 
Carlos Guadalupe Gomez 
Lansing 
Rafael Gonzalez 
Aurora 
Carol Ge Gu 
Bloomington 
Webster Jingtao Guan 
Lisle 
Kathleen J. Gundry 
Westchester 
Annie Y. Guo 
Naperville 
Eaton Anthony Guo 
Elk Grove Village 
Brinda Gupta 
Naperville 
Saarthak Gupta 
Aurora 
Inga Gurevich 
Vernon Hills 
Samuel Maekele Haile 
Springfield 
Jonathan James Henricks 
Mundelein 
Jacob Andrew Henry 
St. Charles 
Holly Camille Natividad 
Hernandez 
Glendale Heights 
Janell Herrera 
Aurora 
Grant Wellington Herrman 
Verona 
Miranda Rose Herzog 
Downers Grove 
Carly Emma Houdek 
Gurnee 
Peter Noel Howes 
North Barrington 
Dorcas S. Huang 
Naperville 
Osazomon Rolanda Erica 
Imarenezor 
Hazel Crest 
Ethan Henry Jacobs 
Green Oaks 
Shantanu Jain 
Naperville 
Michelle Joy Jardine 
Oswego 
Zeno Jeong 
Champaign 
Irene Guo Jiang 
Dunlap 
Damie Joaquin Juat 
Bloomingdale 
Harsha Vardhan Jujjavapu 
Dunlap 
Adam Orval Kalinich 
Glen Ellyn 
Aditya Karan 
Naperville 
Lakshmi Bhavani Katta 
Aurora 
Nilesh Atul Kavthekar 
Naperville 
Matthias Evan Kersten 
Bull Valley 
Emil Timergalievich 
Khabiboulline 
Geneva 
Alex Seongwoo Kim 
Mt. Prospect 
Ifreke Cynthia-Anietie King 
Hazel Crest 
Hannah Koo 
Willowbrook 
Alekya Kothamasu 
Aurora 
Austin John Kramer 
Glen Ellyn 
Krishna Theja Kudaravalli 
Burr Ridge 
Previn Kunjen Kumar 
Darien 
Vignessh Kumar 
Moline 
Benjamin Kuo 
Lake Villa 
Brittany Oluwabunmi Kwamin 
Park Forest 
Whitney Oluwakemi Kwamin 
Park Forest 
Jacob Andrew Lahr 
Lindenhurst 
John J. Lee 
Lake Bluff 
Justin Lee 
Naperville 
Olivia Haley Legan 
Plainfield 
Samantha Jean Levin 
Glen Ellyn 
Mingyang Jen Li 
Naperville 
Ted Harbin Li 
Bolingbrook 
Xiaoyu Li 
Edwards 
Thomas Fausto Lightfoot Vidal 
Carbondale 
Sarah Jennifer Lisk 
Caledonia 
Peter Yucheng Lu 
Lisle 
Continued on back page 
Erik S. Luo 
Naperville 
Tuopu Ma 
Aurora 
Christopher Macias 
Harvey 
Rahul Kumar Maheshwari 
Crystal Lake 
Egle Malinauskaite 
Mokena 
Nolan Joseph Maloney 
Naperville 
Brendan Tucker Mathias 
Barrington 
Daniel Zach Matthews 
Downers Grove 
Rhyston Kyler Mays 
Lombard 
Jacob A. McNaughton 
Geneva 
Allyson Michelle Milenkovic 
Stickney 
Derrick John Miller 
Aurora 
Hannah Gordon Miller 
Oswego 
Madhav Mohandas 
Naperville 
Christina Orlin Momchev 
Palatine 
Thitipong Mongkolrattanothai 
Dunlap 
Christine Marie Mourafetis 
Chicago 
Byron Chuk-Gwan Mui 
Arlington Heights 
Laura Elizabeth Napierkowski 
Batavia 
Angus Gray Nelson 
Galena 
Perry Katharine Nelson 
Evanston 
Chibuzo Onyekachi Obasi 
Burr Ridge 
Paloma Luz Ocola 
Oswego 
Yinka Ezekiel Onayemi 
Crete 
Eric Marcel Ordonez 
Aurora 
Deokgeun Park 
Northbrook 
Neel Manish Patel 
Springfield 
Gregary Matthew Pergrossi 
Hampshire 
Zachary John Pergrossi 
Hampshire 
Melissa Anne Perkins 
Park Forest 
Areen Pitaktong 
Normal 
Ajay Pius 
Woodridge 
Tonu Pius 
Woodridge 
Gina Qin 
Burr Ridge 
Jorge Andres Quero 
Antioch 
Matthew E. Rasmussen 
Grayslake 
James Aaron Rea 
Carterville 
Abhinav K. Reddy 
Naperville 
Mahendra Reddy 
Normal 
Nishith R. Reddy 
Naperville 
Benjamin Christopher 
Richardson 
Batavia 
Glen Maxwell Richardson 
Naperville 
Mariela Rodriguez 
Cicero 
Lauren M. Rogers 
Hazel Crest 
Madison Torian Rogers 
St. Charles 
Alexandra Nicole Roman 
Mundelein 
Jelani D. Rowland 
Berkeley 
Amir Jaehoon Safavi 
Naperville 
Sarah D. Salameh 
Plainfield 
Yasmeni M. Sandridge 
Country Club Hills 
Summer Elaine Santos 
Quincy 
Christopher James Sartain 
Chatham 
Jeannine Elise Schulz 
Antioch 
Urmi R. Sheth 
Naperville 
Alan Robert Shramuk 
Oswego 
Kyle Anders Skoog 
Chadwick 
Rose Neiberg Sloan 
River Forest 
Samuel Michael James Smith 
Rockford 
Hyun Jin Song 
Schaumburg 
Shruthi Subramanian 
Hoffman Estates 
Michelle Young Suh 
Lake Forest 
Steven Allen Suh 
Woodridge 
Sung Hwan Phillip Suh 
Buffalo Grove 
Amanda Sul 
Champaign 
Andrew Quang Ta 
Naperville 
Mary Kate Tadie 
Princeton 
Shannon Tai 
Lisle 
Aaditya Prakash Tolappa 
Naperville 
Matthew W Tsao 
Normal 
Risun Udawatta 
Tinley Park 
Sydney Anne Valero 
Woodridge 
Jessica Ann Ventenilla 
Westmont 
Sonam Vyas 
Naperville 
Connie Ru Wang 
Dunlap 
Harley Wenjun Wang 
Glen Ellyn 
Joseph I. Wang 
Naperville 
Kevin X. Wang 
Vernon Hills 
Dorcas Marie Washington 
Springfield 
Samuel Leo Weitekamp 
Raymond 
Andrew G. Wentzel 
Chicago 
Michael Connor White 
Grayslake 
Jordan Alexander Williams 
Bellwood 
Konrad Daniel Wrobel 
Orland Park 
Diana Yue Xu 
Aurora 
Matthew C. Yang 
Hanover Park 
Karthik Yarlagadda 
Elmhurst 
Kelly Hyueji Yom 
Downers Grove 
Vanya Vesselinova Yorgova 
Glendale Heights 
Taylor Jo Yost 
Belleville 
Stanley Yuan 
Naperville 
Seth Micah Zelman 
Mount Vernon 
Vivian Zhang 
Naperville 
Douglas Zhu 
Crystal Lake 
Elaina Marie Rita Zintl 
Woodstock 
Special thanks to the IMSA Fund for Advancement of Education for underwriting the use of the Paramount Theatre for Commencement. 
The need to understand how the universe works is fundamental to human nature. It is also essential for safely 
managing the human future; but foolishly, we have designed a society based on science and technology in 
which hardly anyone understands science and technology. This is a clear prescription for disaster. 
Our future depends on producing and encouraging highly competent, ethically responsible young scientists, 
as well as a much greater scientific literacy in the general public. 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora, Illinois, is dedicated to meeting this challenge. 
It is a gift from the people of Illinois to the human future. 
Dr. Carl Sagan, 1934-1996 
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